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observe your Honour stands so right in the people's opinion, being very confident you will so manage the weaknesses and follies of both sides as will in the issue redound to the true interest and advantage of the kingdom.
"The Duke, the Treasurer, and yourself are called the Triumvirate, and reckoned the spring of all public affairs ; and that your interests and counsels are so united and linked together that they cannot be broken, nor in any danger of it during this reign/'l
It was natural that there should be this connection between Harley and Godolphin, for in many points they were strikingly alike; yet it is remarkable that men so similar in political opinion, and so little fitted in many ways to be leaders, should have been at the head of affairs throughout the reign of Queen Anne. " Both," writes Mr. Lecky, "were slow, cautious, temporising, moderate, and somewhat selfish men, tedious and insufficient in debate, and entirely without sympathy with the political and religious fanaticism of their party.'1 For the moment, one wonders how these politicians, apparently so ordinary in character, could ever have carried on the business of the nation. But while this description sets out in negatives certain similarities of both statesmen, it omits to de~
1 Harley Pafers^ ii. 215.